
ACT I

P \\\\ tak'es the bon offthe table and dashes off leJt.

: , i1r zt g z n. MRS KING passes O'REILLY a cup. I{e takes

' r. S/u t' rtcttices he is trying to pass her the one behind
ii t'; ltutl,'. she takes it and gioes i, ,o oaprrNn.

)IRS KI\G That was lovely... I mean...not for me. Thank you.
Is there anv coffee?

P-{\\: (tffitage) Colonel, Colonel! Are you there?

COLONEL (olfstage) Yes, here I am, Pawn.

PAI\N (olfstage) I think the others are waiting for you, Colonel.

CoLoNEL (offstage) Well, I'm just going in. Won't be another
minute.

PAwN (offitage) I hear you've been washing your hands, Colonel.

CoLoNEL (offitage) Yes, that's right, Pawn. Washed me hands.
And I had a bath as well. And a sauna. And that's rvhr- I'r-e
been so long. But now I'm going back in. So it's been nice
talking to you.

The COLONF,L enters in more disarray than usual, -rt'it/t

the.fhlse moustache on his left cheek.

Here I am, old stick. Is the char ready?

\tRS KI\Gi , f y"r, come and have a cup.I (loseth.er) \
I) \PH\E I ' o 

tNo, you've missed it.

o'RLILLY Colonel, I must talk to you about a matter of the
utmost importance.

CoLoNEL I'11 get it.

The telephone rings. The COLONEL ansloers it. Ringing
continues. As he talks the CoLDNEL ualks around the
stage reaealing that the telephone rusire is not attached
to angthing.

(roithout pausing) Hello, King here. Oh, it's you. Yes,

everything's going according to plan. No, I can't say any
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